
Language Pedagogy: Teaching English as an Additional Language (TEAL)

Course Description

This course is a practical introduction to the field of Teaching English as an Additional Language
(TEAL). Students gain an understanding of language pedagogy while exploring best practices for
teaching English to all levels of students both in the United States and abroad. Students also learn
how to (i) design a course, (ii) prepare and lead activities, (iii) develop assessment tools, and (iv)
work effectively within an English language program or community. Other topics such as
intercultural communication and culture shock are also explored.

This course is highly recommended for any student who is applying for a Fulbright English Teaching
Assistantship Award, TAPIF, JET, or DAAD. It will also fulfill the Reflecting on Teaching requirement
for both the College Teaching Certificate and the CTC in Second Language Pedagogy, and will count
towards the Global Honors distinction.

At the end of the quarter, students will be able to:

1. understand the various contexts and history of English as an additional language and
understand what roles / challenges / opportunities students, instructors, and professional
organizations play in these contexts.

2. establish a professional instructor identity and understand how to adapt this identity to the
classroom / community instructional setting.

3. explain the importance of identifying learner goals within their specific teaching contexts and
adapt instruction and materials to these goals.

4. name the reading, vocabulary, listening, and speaking skills learners at various levels should
work to achieve and the best pedagogy associated in reaching these skills.

5. design and lead classroom / community-based activities for student production / assessment
of the four skill areas.

6. understand key concepts in intercultural communication as it relates to instructor – student and
student- student interactions as well as how intercultural communication plays a role both in
the classroom and the local community.

Required Materials:
Teaching English as a Second or Foreign Language 4th Ed. Heinle-Cengage Press (to be given in 2nd
week)

https://ccrf.uchicago.edu/opportunity/fulbright-us-student-program
https://ccrf.uchicago.edu/opportunity/fulbright-us-student-program
https://ccrf.uchicago.edu/opportunity/teaching-assistant-program-france-tapif
https://jetprogramusa.org/
https://ccrf.uchicago.edu/opportunity/daad-study-scholarship
https://teaching.uchicago.edu/programs/college-teaching-certificate-program
https://d3qi0qp55mx5f5.cloudfront.net/teaching/i/basic_pages_sidebar_downloads/College_Teaching_Certificate_Requirements_2022-_Second_Language_Pedagogy.pdf?mtime=1660580928
https://voices.uchicago.edu/chicagolanguagecenter/global-honors/

